NEWSLETTER OF THE LONDON CHAPTER, ONTARIO ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
SEPTEMBER, 1980 80-6 


This month Mr. Robert Mayer, Contract Archaeologist/Graphics 
Co-ordinator at the Museum of Indian Archaeology, University of Western 


Ontario will be our speaker. 


Bob will present a talk on "A Description of the History 


and Recent Contract Archaeology at the Van Egmond House". 


Let's have a good turnout for our first meeting after tne 
summer break. 


Meeting date is September 11th, and the starting time is 8:00 P.M. 


at “he Museur Ga’lery ‘n Somerville House, University of Western Ontario. 


SOCIAL REPORT 

Despite the occasional drizzle, the 1980 picnic was the most 
successful yet. All in all about 27 people attended the picnic held 
June 14th at Jim Keron's house. In addition to the diehard picnickers 
like George Connoy, Bob Calvert and Ed Nixon we managed to attract 
some other OAS members such as Jack Redmond from Kitchener and Stu 


Leslie from Hamilton. 


The hit of the day proved to be Charlie Nixon's Artillery 
which consisted of atlatls, darts and a set of five arrows all made 
without any historic period steel tools. In the atlat] competition 
Stu Leslie appeared to be about to walk away with first prize when 
his first shot cleared the fence and ended up in the next yard for 
a throw of about 140 feet. Unfortunately, he could not duplicate 
the effort. 


Later when a target; a carboard box, was introduced, Jim 
Keron was the first to hit it, but the shot was disallowed as the 
dart was pointing backwards when it hit. The eventual acknowledged 


winner was Rob Pih] who eventually won out over Bob Mayer. 


Charlie's arrows, despite the fact that they were defiled 
by touching a modern fiberglass bow, bore up well under the punishment 
inflicted by the amateur hunters, only one point was broken and the 


Fietching stayed together. 


The flint knapping (Bill Fox) demonstration was as. popular 


as ever adding a few more chipping stations to the Picnic Site. Some 


improvement was noted this year as the participants managed to produce a 


few crude points. 


The barbecued pig (sometimes referred to as the pig cremation) 
turned out well despite the fact that during the excitement of hunting 
cardboard boxes with an atlat] the fire went out. Fortunately, this 


oversight was discovered in time to relight the fire and finish the job. 


Everyone is looking forward to next year for more fun and 


good times. 


CHAPTER DIG 

The Chapter dig is still scheduled for September 20 and 27 
provided enough support is forthcoming. Anyone wishing to participate 
should indicate his intention by the September 11th meeting. 

CONTACT: J. KERON 285-2379 


or 
BILL FOX 433-8401 


PUBLIC ARCHAEOLOGY AT LONGWOODS 


RON WILLIAMSON 


Archaeological Consultant 
Longwoods Adventure 


Field research presently underway in the Caradoc Region of 
Southwestern Ontario concerns the settlement and subsistence patterns 
of a Glen Meyer population. This year's research centred around the 
survey of Caradoc Township, the completion of the Kelly site excavation 
and testing of the nearby Yaworski site. The Kelly site was seasonally 


occupied and consisted of one longhouse surrounded by a double palisade 


while excavations at Yaworski have not yielded sufficient interpretive 
data. Although the survey project concerns Glen Meyer settlements 
throughout the Caradoc sand plain area, both of this year's major 
excavations were located on the Longwoods Road Conservation Area 
property, on Hwy. 2, approximately 6.5 km. west of Delaware, Ontario. 
Also located on the Longwoods Road property is a reconstructed 
interpretation of an Indian Village, Ska-Nah-Doht. This, coupled 

with the fact that both sites, as they are located within this 
conservation area, are open to the Eublic, gave birth to an educational 


programme entitled Longwoods Adventure. 


Longwoods Adventure invites members of the public to attend 
a day-long archaeological workshop. The programme provides an introduction 
to survey design and methodologies, on-site excavation, explanation of 
data processing, ceramic- making and flint-knapping sessions, and ends 
with a tour of the reconstructed Indian Village. The aim of this programme 
is to provide members of the public with an exposure to the complexities 
and requirements of archaeological research. In this way individuals begin 
to realize that such research is not always "fun in the sun", but rather an 
exact science involving meticulous recording and interpretation of cultural 
data. Unlike a field school situation, Longwoods Adventure gives an 
interesting but informative introduction to the discipline, suitable to 
the general public, rather than attempting to teach a great deal of 
archaeological theory and methodology. By employing experienced and 


competent staff to supervise the programme this goal has been achieved. 


Within the immediate research area many individuals have 
information regarding possible site locations. By promoting Longwoods 


Adventure and involving the public in the programme, it is hoped that 


the importance of such finds to the region$ cultural heritage is made obvious 
and that co-operation between the "professional" and the local "collector" is 
increased. It is also possible that by expanding the programme to include 
youth groups such as scouts (in a non-participatory manner), young people 
will benefit from an awareness of heritage concerns and investigative 


methodologies. 


By including members of the public in programmes such as Longwoods 
Adventure it is hoped to broaden the base of support for archaeology within 
the reaion and province and thus increase understanding for the discipline. 
The experience with the programme this year has clearly illustrated that 
given a proper ratio of supervisors to participants, loss of data is 
non-existent during on-site participation, and in fact, the potential 
benefits to the discipline in terms of increasing both public knowledge 
and enthusiasm, can only be construed in a positive manner. Public archaeology, 
in this sense, is not seen as a substitute for the field school situation, but 
as a complementary attempt to include those individuals not initially interested 


in university or college environments. 


The success enjoyed by our program this season and the support 
provided by public, private, and government sectors indicate that the future 
potenz:al of public a cr aeclogy must be explored in greater depth and tnat a 
sound avenue for that development is through programs such as Longwoods 


Adventure» 


SOUTHWESTERN ONTARIO RADIO-CARBON DATES II 
WILLIAM FOX 


The chronological listing of radio-carbon dates presented below is 
intended to supplement our first summary article published in KEWA 78-6. Over 
the last two years, enough new and revised data have been obtained to warrant 


an update. 


A comparison with our previous article will indicate that a series 
of Dicarb Laboratory dates (DIC-1006 to 1010) were rerun with more satisfactory 
results. The sample gases were run through a variety of counters at a number 


of different labs in order to verify the revised dates. 


The same format as the 1978 report has been utilized to present 
sample provenience information. None of the following dates have been published 
as yet; however, many are presented in license reports to the Minister of Culture 


and Recreation. 


LATE ARCHAIC 


Morpeth South Site (AcHk-3) W. Fox (1977 
Pit Feature 1 (wood) DIC-1009 eit 700 B.C. 


EARLY WOODLAND 


Wyoming Rapids Site (AgHk-4) I. Kenyon (1978) 
Profile 4 (90-100 cm. level) (wood) I-10,651 2480+85 B.P. 530 B.C. 


LATE WOODLAND 


Western Early Late Woodland 


Neeb Site (AfHi-3) W. Fox (1979) 
Sample 1 (wood) I-11,368 1265480 B.P. 685 A.D. 
Sample 2 (wood) I-11,369 1335480 B.P. 615 A.D. 


Glen Meyer 


Bruce Boyd Site (AdHc-4) 
Pit Feature 15 (human bone) 


Kelly Site (AfHi-20) 
Feature 7 (nut shell) 
Feature 66 (wood) 


Force Site (AgHd-1) 
Pit Feature 39 (wood) 
Pit Feature 104 jwoed) 
Pit Feature 111 (wood 
Pit Feature 122 (wood) 


Uren Site (AfHd-3) 
Pit Feature (wood) 
(Longhouse) 


Pickering 


Gunby Site (AiGx-5) 
Pit Feature 12 


(In ceramic vessel) (wood?) 


Pit Feature 1-89 
(20-30 cm. level) (wood) 


Middleport 


Cooper Site (AgHb-18) 
Pit Feature 25 (wood) 


Prehtstorte Neutral 


Slack-Caswell Site (AfHa-1) 
Ash lens, longhouse (wood) 


Western Middle Late Woodland 


Liahn I Site (AcHo-1) 
Pit Feature 78 (wood) 
Pit Feature 20 (wood) 
Pit Feature 95a (wood) 


S-1840 


I-11,474 
I-11,475 


I-10,628 
I-10 ,629 
I-10 ,630 
I-10 ,631 


WSU-1959 


T-10,345 


I-10 ,346 


I-11,367 


DIC-1006 


DIC-1007 
DIC-1008 
DIC-1010 


M. Spence (1975) 
900760 B.P. 


R. Williamson (1979) 
790*80 B.P. 
1120480 B.P. 


W. Fox (1978) 
625+75 B.P. 
715t75 B.P. 

1070*80 B.P. 
705475 B.P. 


M. Wright (1977) 
700*70 B.P. 


R. Rozel (1977) 
565480 B.P. 


6954135 B.P. 


W. Fox (1979) 
955780 B.P. 


S. Jamieson (1977) 
53035 B.P. 


I. Kenyon (1977) 
40060 B.P. 
63030 B.P. 
270*45 B.P. 
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Western Late Late Woodland 


Weiser Site (AdHo- 1) L. Kroon (1978) 
Pit Feature (containing ceramics and n 
carbonized corn) 1545-60 B.P. 


As a result of ongoing 1980 season excavation activities, one 
or more carbon samples are expected to be submitted from the following 


sites for radiocarbon dating: 


Late Archaic 


Crawford Knoll Site (AdHo-5) - I. Kenyon 
Western Early Late Woodland 

Cherry Lane Site (AaHp-21) - P. Reid 
Glen Meyer 

Kelly Site (AfHi-20) - R. Williamson 

Yaworski Site (AfHi-21) - R. Williamson 

Cooper Site (AgHb-18) - W. Fox 
Middleport 

Cooper Site (AgHb-18) - W. Fox 


Western Late Late Woodland 
Wolfe Creek Site (AcHm-3 ) - G. Foster 


405 A.D 


| NS NINETEENTH CENTURY NOTES NN 
y BUTTONS FROM HOMESTEAD AND MILL SITES THomas KENYON 


Hf The figure below illustrates non-military button types from sites on the 
Lower Grand River. Keep in mind this is a selection only; it is not intended AQ 

to be a complete, formal typology. Buttons are here grouped according to their 

composition: bone, shell, glass, hard rubber and metal. BONE (1-7) buttons may 

have from 1 to 5 holed sew-thru fasteners. SHELL (8-15) buttons range in size 

from 7 mm to 25 mm; most are made from fresh water shells. WHITE GLASS (16-24) 

buttons are moulded from a white opal (or pearl) glass. Designs include "piecrust" 

(209%, "sawtooth" (21), "beaded" (22), “china calico" (23). No. 24 has a brass 

"bird cage" fastener. COLOURED GLASS (25-28): 25 is in solid colours of black, 

b’ue, green, or pink; 26 is a black faceted button with a self fastener; 27 is 

olack cut glass with a white enamel decoration and a brass eye fastener. HARD 

RUBBER (29-30) buttons were patented by Goodyear in 1851. METAL (31-36). No. 31 

has plain fronts with lettered backs; they may be white metal or brass (often with 

a thin gold wash); fasteners may be of various styles. 


BONE ILLUSTRATIONS ACTUAL Siz 
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3 eos Pe Other metal buttons include: two piece stamped Ddrass 
9 ae F-] GLass with metal eyes, the fronts having geometric, florai 


or pictorial designs (32, 33); one piece, stamped in 
brass or sheet iron (34); coloured glass face with 
brass back (35); shell face with stamped brass back 
(36). The graph (left) is based on collections from 
the Lower Grand River. Bone buttons are popular before 4 
c. 1850, but glass buttons predominate in the last Ss 


of the century. 


1825-50 1850-75 1875- 1900 


